
Santa remembers troops

BY NADIA ABOU EL MAGD
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Christmas was an
opportunity for another angry, anti-
American speech from Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein, and just another work-
ing day for U.N. inspectors trying to de-
termine whether he is hiding nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons.

Inspections on Wednesday took U.N.
teams to a gas laboratory and a grain
storage area in al-Taji, a vast complex
that has attracted U.N. attention in the
past.

And in an address read out by a state
television announcer to mark Christmas
Eve, Saddam again rejected U.S. and
British claims that his regime possesses
weapons of mass destruction. He also
said he wanted to cooperate with U.N.
weapons inspectors.

“We are confident that the outcome of
the inspection operations will be a big
shock to the United States and will ex-
pose all the American lies if things re-

main on a technical and professional
course with no hidden agendas and if the
inspection teams can rid themselves of
the pressure put on them by the United
States, Britain and the Zionists.”

Saddam said the world was entering a
new year “under unique circumstances
… which have been manufactured by
the forces of evil and darkness in order
to create a situation of instability, chaos
and tension.”

Saddam said the United States and its
Zionist ally — meaning Israel — were
bent on waging war against Iraq in a
first step to spread their “hegemony …
across the world and control fortunes
and future” of other countries.

“As much as Iraq loves life, its people
are ready for martyrdom in the defense
of its land and air space, its sanctities
and future,” Saddam’s statement said.

“The road to deter the injustice, ag-
gression and wickedness of the evil-
minded is the road of jihad [holy war]
and struggle,” the statement said.

See SPEECH on Page 2

BY KATHY GANNON
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan —
An Afghan rebel leader on
Wednesday said his forces had
allied with Taliban and al-
Qaida fugitives and that a holy
war would be stepped up to tar-
get international forces and
peacekeepers.

“We are together” with the
fugitive fighters, Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar said in a Pashtu-
language message distributed
in Pakistan by his followers.

European intelligence sourc-
es say Hekmatyar’s operatives
have purchased vehicles that
may be used for bomb attacks
to try to destabilize Afghan

President Hamid Karzai’s gov-
ernment.

Hekmatyar was a key guer-
rilla commander during the
1980s Soviet war in Afghani-
stan. In the civil war that
paved the way for the Taliban
takeover, Hekmatyar’s men
pounded the capital of Kabul
with daily rocket barrages. He
lived in exile in Iran during
the five years of the Taliban
rule. He returned after
U.S.-led forces ousted the hard-
line militia and Western intelli-
gence agencies suspect he is
getting money from Iran.

His following among ethnic
Pashtuns is considered fairly
significant. There is no accu-
rate assessment of his forces

but the U.S. forces say he is a
threat and consider him a tar-
get.

U.S. special operations forc-
es are combing the rugged
mountains of Afghanistan’s
northeastern Kunar province
looking for fugitive al-Qaida
and followers of Hekmatyar,
who are believed to be there in
significant numbers. Special
forces in Kunar have come
under regular rocket attacks,
many of them believed to be
staged by Hekmatyar’s men.

“Hezb-e-Islami will fight
our jihad [holy war] until for-
eign troops are gone from Af-
ghanistan and Afghans have
set up an Islamic govern-
ment,” Hekmatyar said.

Hezb-e-Islami is the name
used for his forces.

International forces in
Kabul and elsewhere in Af-
ghanistan have come under in-
creasing fire in recent days. In
Kabul, two U.S. special opera-
tions troops were wounded
when a grenade was hurled at
their vehicle. Two Afghans
died also in Kabul when gre-
nades were thrown at a base of
the international peacekeep-
ers.

In southern Kandahar, one
Afghan soldier died and sever-
al others were injured in a re-
mote-controlled bombing last
Sunday. In Kunar province, a
U.S. soldier was hurt when
rockets were fired at his base.

Afghan warlord warns of more attacks

MARNI MCENTEE/Stars and Stripes

Marine Ted Lachance hugs Santa Claus,
played by Maj. Mike Riddle. Members of
the I Marine Expeditionary Force in
Kuwait received gifts donated by the
Operation Christmas Basket program.
See more on Pages 3-4.
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While Saddam spoke of
war, about 120 people, includ-
ing Iraqi Christians and
American peace activists,
prayed for peace at St. Rafa-
el’s Catholic Church in down-
town Baghdad on Christmas
Eve.

With fears building that
America will wage war on
Iraq, members of the U.S.
and British-based Iraq Peace
Team have traveled to Bagh-
dad to call for a peaceful solu-
tion to the crisis and the lift-
ing of harsh economic sanc-
tions imposed on Iraq since
the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

“Of course I’m afraid, but
I’ll pray for peace,” 12-year-
old Zeina Shamuel told The
Associated Press at St. Rafa-
el’s as worshippers sang in Ar-
abic: “The people living in
the night, will see the long
awaited light.”

Christians represent about
5 percent of Iraq’s 22 million
population and live mainly in
Baghdad and the north. Iraq
is predominantly Muslim and
officially secular.

The United States and Brit-
ain have threatened war to
rid Iraq of weapons of mass
destruction. Iraq’s most com-
prehensive attempt to rebut
claims it has nuclear, chemi-
cal and biological weapons, a
declaration to the United Na-
tions earlier this month, has
been dismissed as pages of
lies by London and Washing-
ton and said by the top U.N.
inspector to be largely a re-
hash of old information.

In an interview Tuesday,
Iraq’s chief liaison to the U.N.
mission said he saw nothing
to justify criticisms ex-
pressed by chief U.N. inspec-
tor Hans Blix and Mohamed
ElBaradei, head of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agen-
cy.

“The information we gave
is the real and complete infor-
mation,” Gen. Hossam Mo-
hammed Amin told the AP.

BY NICOLA LANGE
The Associated Press

COLOGNE, Germany —
The bodies of seven German
peacekeepers killed in a heli-
copter crash in Afghanistan
arrived home Wednesday,
met by grieving relatives and
Defense Minister Peter
Struck.

An honor guard carrying
flaming torches stood at atten-
tion in the twilight and drums
rolled softly as the flag-
draped coffins were carried
off the transport plane at Co-
logne-Bonn airport.

“All of Germany grieves
with you,” Struck told the vic-
tims’ relatives.

The seven were killed Sat-
urday when their Sikorsky
CH-53 helicopter crashed as
it returned from a routine pa-
trol over Kabul.

They were among 4,800
peacekeepers stationed in the
Afghan capital for the past
year, trying stabilize a coun-
try ravaged by 23 years of in-
vasion, civil war and repres-
sive regimes.

A large portrait was placed
in front of each victim’s coffin
before it was loaded onto the
plane at Kabul airport.

Buglers played taps and
more than 100 Afghan and in-
ternational peacekeepers
stood at attention as a mark of
respect for their fallen com-
rades in the International Se-
curity Assistance Force.

The head of the peacekeep-
ers, Turkish Maj. Gen. Hilmi
Akin Zorlu, expressed condo-
lences to the German contin-
gent during the chilly Christ-
mas morning memorial ser-
vice.

“I hope that they, and we in
ISAF, can take comfort from

the fact that our colleagues
were doing their duty not
only toward their country,
but toward the magnificent
contribution Germany has
made, and continues to make,
supporting the peace process
here in Afghanistan,” he said.

German Gen. Werner
Faeers welcomed the show of
solidarity.

“Your warm words of sym-
pathy remind us of the fact
that the ISAF is a family that
not only shares a common
profession, but shares the
very sad moments of life to-
gether as friends and fellow
soldiers,” he said.

Military officials say the
crash likely resulted from a
mechanical failure.

Witnesses saw flames leap-
ing out of the engine compart-
ment before the chopper
crashed, and there was no
sign of gunfire.

Germans’ bodies brought homeSpeech

BY SUSAN SEVAREID
The Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —
Saudi Arabia’s foreign minis-
ter said Mideast leaders are
continuously advising Sadd-
am Hussein to try and avert
war, but it was unclear if that
advice included asking the
Iraqi president to step down.

“Communication with Iraq
through Arab countries has
never stopped,” Prince Saud
Al Faisal told reporters Tues-
day, noting Saudi Arabia has
urged Iraq to fully cooperate
with U.N. weapons inspectors
and is so far satisfied. “There
is hardly an Arab who is not
trying to avert war against
Iraq.”

But asked whether Arab
leaders — and Saudis in partic-
ular — had urged the Iraqi re-
gime to convince Saddam to
leave power and accept politi-
cal asylum elsewhere, Prince
Saud said: “Communication is
continuing on levels an-

nounced and unannounced,
but all the Arab countries are
involved in preventing any
military action against Iraq.”

Even if the U.N. Security
Council ultimately approves
military action against Iraq,
Prince Saud said Arab coun-
tries should be permitted a
last-ditch effort to try to pre-
vent a war that would harm
Iraq and destabilize the entire
region. Saudi Arabia, he said,
is encouraged by President
Bush’s remarks that war is the
last resort, not the only resort.

Still, signs a peaceful resolu-
tion will be found to the crisis
have faded in the past week,
with America saying it consid-
ers Iraq to be in “material
breach” of a recent U.N. reso-
lution’s requirement to dis-
close complete information
about its chemical, biological
and nuclear programs. Wash-
ington then said it will double
its forces in the Gulf in the
coming weeks to more than
100,000.

“Even should there be de-

clared [by the U.N. Security
Council] a material breach
and war becomes imminent,
we hope that there would be
an opportunity given to the
Arab countries to mitigate the
situation — to prevent war
from happening,” Prince Saud
said.

“War is not a simple thing,
it is not a discriminating meth-
od of dealing with problems. It
is indiscriminate. It will injure
all Iraq, it will damage the
whole country,” he said. “Its
consequences will destabilize
the whole region, so it is not
with a sense of ease that any-
body should look at conflict. ...
We hope the stress will be on a
political solution.”

If there is a war in Iraq,
Saudi Arabia won’t partici-
pate in any direct military ac-
tion, he said. The goal of all
Gulf countries, as discussed at
a recent Gulf Cooperation
Council summit in Qatar, is to
avoid war, harm to Iraqi citi-
zens or destruction of Iraq’s
territorial unity, he added.

Saudis ask for last chance
to avert war if U.N. OKs attacks
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BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

While much of America will see a
white Christmas this year, servicemem-
bers stationed in southwest Asia know
they don’t have have a snowball’s
chance in the desert of seeing anything
of the sort.

“There’s no snow here,” said Staff Sgt.
Olga Medina, who is on a 90-day rotation
at Al-Udeid Air Base in Qatar. It won’t
be like any of the Christmases she re-
members in New York.

Of course, there’s no snow now at Avi-
ano Air Base in Italy, where she’s nor-
mally stationed, either. But Enrique Me-
dina, Olga’s husband, is there. And he’ll
have to wait a while to get his Christmas
present, which she recently bought.

“Some time in February, he’ll get it,”
she said.

Jeanena McHargue might get some-
thing extra, too. But her husband, Staff
Sgt. James McHargue, planned ahead.
He left some presents with his landlord
to give to his wife in Germany. McHar-
gue is assigned to the 81st Communica-
tions Squadron at Ramstein Air Base.

“I’m going to celebrate [Christmas]
when I get back,” he said during a phone
interview from the base. “I have to work.
So I’m trying not to think about it, actual-
ly.”

Base officials aren’t making that easy,
though. They’ve tried to fill the base with
as much holiday spirit as they can.

There’s been a Christmas tree light-
ing. Col. Tim Scott, the commander of
the 379th Air Expedition Wing, did the
honors. Comedian Drew Carey and base-
ball pitcher Roger Clemens visited Satur-
day. Christmas Eve activities included
caroling and a slide show sponsored by
the chapel — which held services on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

The highlight of Christmas Day, be-
sides the many phone calls servicemem-
bers planned to make to loved ones back
home, is a Christmas dinner “which is
quite impressive,” according to Staff
Sgt. Dawn Harris, a public affairs offic-
er. Her husband, Arthur, and kids, An-
drew and Grace, are back at Aviano as
well.

There’s turkey and ham, prime rib,
crab legs, various casseroles and lots of
dessert (in addition to lots of desert).

The big spread might make it seem a
bit more like Christmas to Capt. Jennifer
Judd, who is from Pennsylvania. She’ll
return to Aviano Air Base in a few
months.

“I’m used to it being a little colder and
having a lot of food,” she said.

Not that she’s experienced the Christ-
mas of her childhood much lately.

“Next Christmas, I hope I’m closer to
home,” she said. “I haven’t been home
for Christmas in about five years. But
I’ve never been this far away.”

Most of those stationed in Qatar can
take some consolation that it’s a lot
warmer there than places such as Ram-
stein, Aviano or Pennsylvania.

Temperatures are in the 60s at this
time of year. And they say that there is a
different feeling in the air, too.

“It’s pretty strange,” Medina said.
“But everyone here is making an effort
to get together and keep their spirits
up.”

“People are friendly and telling sto-
ries about their families,” Judd said.

“Last Christmas at Aviano was boring
for me, because I was new and didn’t
know anyone. Here, we are almost like a
family. We’ve been working closely to-
gether for weeks.”

It’s a good thing for Judd that it seems
like there’s family around. Although the
temperatures are warm during the day,
it’s been getting cold at night. And the
only real warm weather gear she
brought was a robe.

“I’ve told people that when I wear it in-
side it’s a robe,” she said of the nightly
gatherings near the center of the base.
“When I wear it outside, it’s a dress.”
E-mail Kent Harris at: harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

No snow, but lots of holiday cheer on Qatar base

BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

COMMANDO CAMP, Ku-
wait — Marine Cpl. Ted
Lachance wasn’t being for-
mal. After some of his bud-
dies shook Santa’s hand, he
gave the man in red a hug.

“I needed one,” said
Lachance, 21, an intelligence
analyst from Paso Robles,
Calif. The young Marine re-
ceived a bag full of Christmas
gifts along with a hearty em-
brace from Santa — as por-
trayed by Maj. Mike Riddle.

“Half of me wants to be
here and half of me wants to
be at home with my family,”
Lachance said. “You kind of
take it how it is.”

Lachance and other mem-
bers of the I Marine Expedi-

tionary Force celebrated
Christmas a day early Tues-
day. All received gift bags do-
nated by Operation Christ-
mas Basket, an American-led
group that distributed 17,000
baskets to U.S. troops in Ku-
wait.

Later at the spartan base,
Marines made the most of a
holiday spent far from home.
Some sang carols in the chilly
night air; others attended a
late-night candlelight service
that lasted until Christmas
morning.

I MEF commander Lt.
Gen. James Conway gave the
Marines Christmas Day off —
a rarity in a 12-hour-workday
world.

“We miss home. The holi-
days are always a family
event,” said Master Sgt. En-

rique Barroso of Marine Air
Support Squadron 3. “But we
have a mission and that’s
what we’re here for.”

The several hundred Ma-
rines are part of the I MEF’s
command element, sent to Ku-
wait in October and sched-
uled for an indefinite stay as
part of the war against terror-
ism, said spokesman Capt.
David Romley. They have
carved a base camp out of the
desert next to an active Ku-
wait army commando post
not far from Kuwait City.

Marines live in unheated
tents built on concrete slabs.
The only toilet facilities are
portable. Entertainment con-
sists of a gymnasium pock-
marked with bullet holes, a
gravelly soccer field or the oc-
casional game of hackey-
sack. But many of these leath-

ernecks marvel at the ameni-
ties: hot showers, three hot
meals a day and a launder-
ette.

Nevertheless, it wasn’t diffi-
cult to find some cheer in
Santa’s presence and a nice
gift.

“It brightened up my day,”
said Cpl. Allison Benoit. “I
was a little depressed, but for
what we’re doing out here it’s
not that bad.”

Benoit was counting the
minutes until she could call
her year-old daughter, Adri-
anna, who is staying with
Benoit’s mother.

“I’d rather be home with
my family, but as long as I
know I’m making things safer
for them I’m OK with it,” she
said.
E-mail Marni McEntee at:
mcenteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Marines in Kuwait aren’t so tough
when Santa Claus comes to camp
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BY IVANA AVRAMOVIC
Stars and Stripes

EAGLE BASE, Bosnia and
Herzegovina — The first
Christmas call Spc. Jonquil
Livingston received Tuesday
came from her boss. Actually,
every servicemember’s boss:
Commander in Chief George
W. Bush.

The soldier from the 351st
Postal Unit out of Tallahas-
see, Fla., attached to the
336th Postal Detachment in
Bosnia, took deep breaths to
chase away the butterflies in
her stomach as she waited for
the president’s call.

Spc. Michael Russ from
her unit said he has never
seen his good friend of 10
years so nervous.

Two dozen fellow soldiers
joined her in the office to lis-
ten in on the conversation.

Then, the phone rang. Ev-
eryone rushed toward it.

False alarm: It was only the
president’s military staff mak-
ing sure Livingston was wait-
ing for the call.

While on hold, Livingston
— who has been in the mili-
tary for 15 years, five on ac-
tive duty and 10 in the re-
serves — explained how she
was selected to receive the
phone call.

The daughter of a Vietnam
veteran and the single moth-
er of a 10-year-old boy, Liv-
ingston turned in her autobi-
ography to her command
after her first sergeant recom-
mended she field the presi-
dent’s call.

Livingston bases her mili-
tary career on what her fa-
ther did, she said. She is fin-
ishing her second rotation to
Bosnia, and she has been on
six-month deployments to
Honduras and Haiti in the
last 12 years.

During this deployment
she has lost her father, one of
two survivors from a platoon
of soldiers on a reconnais-
sance mission in Vietnam, to
leukemia.

When the command in Bos-
nia selected her, the choice
came down to her and a sol-
dier deployed to Kosovo.

Ten days before Christmas,
Livingston was told to expect
the phone call.

“I’m calling to wish you
and all your fellow soldiers a
merry Christmas,” the presi-
dent said and then thanked
Livingston for her service. “If
you’ll do me a favor and tell
everybody you see that the
commander in chief called
and wants to thank them as
well.” Everyone in the room
could hear the voice of Presi-
dent Bush over the speaker
phone.

“I know it’s tough to be
away from your family, your
little son, but I want to thank
you again for all you’ve done
for America,” Bush said.

“Not a problem, sir. I do it
with honor,” Livingston re-
plied.

After the call, the soldiers
gave Livingston loud ap-
plause. No one could hide the
excitement.

“She’s met other presi-
dents, but this is the first one
that called her,” Russ said.

“It’s good to know that
someone who sits in the
White House appreciates that
we’re away from our family
for Christmas and lets us
know that they care,” said Liv-
ingston, who later called her
son, grandmother, aunt and a
friend.

E-mail Ivana Avramovic at:
bosnia@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Bush phones troops with holiday greetings

BY TODD PITMAN
The Associated Press

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Ameri-
can late night TV star David Letter-
man spent Christmas Day with U.S.
troops at a rugged desert base in
southern Afghanistan where coali-
tion forces have been hunting down
suspected terrorists for a year, the
military said.

The “Late Show” host flew into
the U.S. base at Kandahar on Christ-
mas Eve and dined with troops
there, said Maj. Bob Hepner, 36,
from Mount Joy, Pa.

Letterman had also been due to
visit Bagram air base, the U.S. mili-
tary headquarters in Afghanistan,
but the trip was canceled because
of bad weather.

At Bagram itself, troops celebrat-
ed the holiday with a buffet of sliced
turkey, apple pie and tall glasses of
“sparkling” grape juice in cham-
pagne-like bottles. U.S. forces here
are not allowed to drink alcohol on
duty.

Meanwhile, Santa Claus, with a
military police band around his
upper arm, raced around the base
in a black four-wheel drive handing
out candy and chocolates to sol-
diers.

Hundreds of troops, given the
day off, spent hours waiting in long
lines at a base store for the chance
to buy Western goods and military
memorabilia.

For some, being away from home
during the holidays was a first.

“This is my first Christmas away
from home. It’s difficult being
away. … I just got engaged before I
came over here,” said 22-year-old
Spc. Jason Blackwell, who was post-
ed at a military checkpoint inside
the base.

“We try to make the best of it and
keep our hopes up. I’m getting mar-
ried when I get back,” the
Whiteville, N.C., native said.

Others have been away many
times before.

“This is my fourth Christmas in
about five years away. … last year I
was in Kosovo, the year before that
Korea, and two years before that,
Bosnia,” said 37-year-old Staff Sgt.
David L. Smith of Dragoon, Ariz.
“I’d like to be able to watch them
open presents, nothing can replace
that.”

On Christmas Eve, about 50 to 60
troops attended one of several
churches on the base, laying their
guns on the floor and singing Christ-
mas carols.

Letterman visits Bagram troops PETA sends vegan treats to sailors
NORFOLK, Va. — The People for the Ethical

Treatment of Animals is sending 5,000 vegan cook-
ies to the aircraft carrier USS Harry S Truman.

“It’s difficult to be away from home, especialy
around the holidays, and we wanted to let them
know we were thinking of them,” said Vegan Cam-
paign coordinator Kristie Phelps.

The shipment left the United States on Monday.
PETA officials did not know when it was expected
to arrive on ship.

This isn’t the first time that PETA has done its
part to support the troops by making sure that
they get healthful vegetarian snacks to help keep
them at peak performance. For Thanksgiving
2001, the group shipped 5,000 packages of vegeta-
ble jerky to sailors aboard the USS Theodore
Roosevelt.

This “made such a big splash with the crew,”
the PETA press release said, that the organization
wanted to do it again.

“Eggs are laden with cholesterol,” Phelps said,
“and we didn’t want to give our sailors anything
that would weigh them down. And, of course, we
worry about animal suffering.”

These vegan cookies contain no milk or eggs.
PETA’s position is that dairy cows and laying hens
are cruelly treated during production and slaugh-
ter.

Sailors can look forward to chocolate chip, oat-
meal raisin, trail mix, and peanut butter oatmeal
raisin, according to Phelps.

The cookies are courtesy of Sacramento-based
Alternative Baking Company and Los Angeles-
based Uncle Eddies Vegan Cookies.
From staff reports
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Where to go for help
TriWest participants can call if

they suspect personal data is being
misused or their identity has been sto-
len. The number is: (888) 339-9378.

Also, by sending an e-mail to com-
putertheft@triwest.com, beneficia-
ries can get an information packet on
the incident and steps they can take
against identity theft.

A longer version of Tom Philpott’s
article will be posted on Stripes’ Web
site this week at: www.stripes.com

Graham presidential run?
MIAMI — Sen. Bob Graham, a leading

Democratic voice in the war on terror,
said Monday he is seriously considering
a run for the White House in 2004, citing
dissatisfaction with President Bush’s eco-
nomic and military leadership.

Connecticut Sen. Joseph Lieberman,
meanwhile, said Monday during a trip to
the West Bank that he “probably will”
seek the Democratic nomination.

Graham, a 16-year senator who served
as Florida’s governor from 1978 to 1986,
has raised his profile in recent months as
the chairman of the Senate Intelligence
Committee and a top member of a joint
committee investigating the Sept. 11,
2002, terrorist attacks.

“I’m thinking seriously about options,
including the option of running for presi-
dent,” Graham, 66, told reporters. “This
is a very difficult time for America. …
I’m not satisfied with the direction we
are being led today.”

Two early favorites of Democrats,
former Vice President Al Gore and New
York Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, have
said they will not run.
From The Associated Press

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California’s
attempt to warn credit card customers
about possible added costs and high debt
burdens has ended in failure after a judge
threw out the law, fearing it meddled in
the business of banks.

State authorities called Monday’s rul-
ing a setback for consumers, especially
college students and middle-income Cali-
fornians who typically make minimum
payments and contend with years of debt.

The law had required credit card firms
to tell customers who make the lowest pos-
sible payment for six straight months how
long it would take at that rate to pay off
their debt. The warnings would have ap-
peared on customers’ monthly state-
ments.

Advocates originally hailed the bill. But
attorney Howard N. Cayne, who repre-
sents a consortium of major U.S. banks,
praised the permanent injunction against
the law issued Monday by U.S. District
Judge Frank C. Damrell.

Five major credit card companies, in-
cluding Citibank, Chase Manhattan,
MBNA America Bank, First USA and
Household Bank, argued the warnings
would add millions of dollars in new costs
and drive customers’ minimum payments
higher.

A spokeswoman for California Attorney
General Bill Lockyers said officials were
reviewing the ruling for a possible appeal.

BY TOM PHILPOTT

Special to Stars and Stripes

Enrollment and claim files of 550,000
Tricare beneficiaries across the 16-state
Central Region of the military’s man-
aged-care network have been stolen, offi-
cials announced Monday.

Missing are computer hard drives
with names, addresses, phone numbers,
Social Security numbers, claims data
and other information on every service-
member, family member and retiree en-
rolled in Tricare through TriWest
Healthcare Alliance Corp., the managed-
care support contractor for the Central
Region.

“This is theft of information, pure and
simple,” said David J. McIntyre Jr., pres-
ident of TriWest, in a phone interview.

The Central Region comprises Arizo-
na, Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Min-
nesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming and west-
ern Texas.

Among potential victims of one of the
largest identity theft cases in recent
memory are tens of thousands of active-
duty servicemembers listed as sponsors
to family members.

The threat of financial mischief
through credit card applications, access
to e-mail, rerouting government checks
and false identifications is clear. But the
stolen data also would seem to create
risks to national security and to personal
safety, in light of the war on terror.

The break-in occurred Dec. 14, when
every hard drive out of TriWest “serv-
ers” used to store enrollment and claims
was stolen. TriWest for the past year has
housed its servers in industrial park of-
fices in northwest Phoenix.

The thief or thieves apparently gained
access to a property manager’s office,
stole a master electronic key and en-
tered TriWest spaces, according to re-
ports. The office was not protected by
surveillance cameras. Electronic-door
records show the thief was confident
enough about not getting caught to make
two trips, in and out, of the secured area.

“We and the Department of Defense
obviously are concerned for individuals
whose personal records were stolen,”
McIntyre said. “We hope that the intent
was not to steal the identities of individu-
als. … But we are operating on the as-
sumption we need to take every measure
to assist beneficiaries [understand]
steps they can take to protect their infor-
mation.”

The FBI, Defense Criminal Investiga-
tive Service and other law enforcement
agencies are investigating the incident.

TriWest is one of four contractors hav-
ing deals with the Military Health Sys-
tem to provide care to servicemembers,
retirees and their families. The four and,
presumably, other managed-care con-
tractors, were to deliver their bids in Jan-
uary for the next generation of Tricare
support contracts. DOD has delayed the
filing deadline by several weeks.

TriWest used backup tapes to restore
stolen files within three hours of the
theft’s discovery, McIntyre said. But
irked DOD officials said in a statement
they got word of the theft from TriWest
on Dec. 20, six days after it occurred,
and then “began working with them to
ensure uninterrupted delivery of medi-
cal benefits in the wake of the break-in.”

Tricare officials have ordered other
managed-care contractors to reassess
their physical and electronic security.

For more of Military Update, go to:
www.stripes.com.
Comments and suggestions are welcomed. Write to
Military Update, P.O. Box 231111, Centreville, VA.
20120-1111, or send e-mail to: milupdate@aol.com

Judges toss law on
credit card warningsTricare files stolen

from Central Region
Social Security numbers, other data taken
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BY SCOTT LINDLAW
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With a
nuclear crisis deepening in
North Korea, Defense Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld said
Monday the United States
could fight the war on terror,
a war in Iraq and possible con-
flict with Pyongyang simulta-
neously.

“We are perfectly capable
of doing that which is neces-
sary,” Rumsfeld said.

But White House officials
emphasized that the United
States has no intention of at-
tacking North Korea and in-
tends to maintain a course of
trying to defuse the situation
through diplomacy.

Rumsfeld gave no indica-
tion the United States was
readying military force
against a nuclear power plant
that North Korea is moving to
restart — a step the adminis-
tration calls fresh evidence of
North Korea’s new attempts
to build a nuclear bomb.

The Clinton administration
considered bombing the
same site, a nuclear facility at
Yongbyon, in 1994, before
that crisis was resolved.

“The situation today is
somewhat different from
then,” Rumsfeld said, without
elaborating.

The administration re-
newed its calls Monday that
Pyongyang replace U.N. sur-
veillance gear that it disman-
tled at a nuclear reactor and
refrain from restarting the fa-
cility.

Moving ahead to restart the
reactor will only deepen
North Korea’s isolation, se-
nior administration officials
said.

But a top Russian diplomat
warned the United States that
putting pressure on North
Korea could heighten ten-
sions.

“It is counterproductive
and dangerous to blackmail
North Korea, with its grave
economic position,” Deputy

Foreign Minister Georgy Ma-
medov was quoted as saying
in the newspaper Vremya No-
vostei, for Monday’s edition.

A senior White House offi-
cial said Mamedov’s views
did not represent those of offi-
cial Russia, and Rumsfeld dis-
missed the Russian’s idea as
“utter nonsense.”

“Do you think the idea that
it’s the rhetoric from the Unit-
ed States that’s causing them
to starve their people or to do
these idiotic things or try to
build a nuclear power plant?”
he asked.

A senior Democratic sena-
tor said the United States
faced more of a threat from
communist North Korea than
from Iraq’s weapons pro-
grams.

“This is a greater danger
immediately to U.S. interests
at this very moment, in my
view, than Saddam Hussein
is,” said Sen. Joseph Biden,
outgoing chairman of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee.

Gloomy Christmas
BETHLEHEM, West Bank

— Israeli troops stayed out of
sight Wednesday as Palestin-
ian Christians somberly cele-
brated Christmas, a holiday
that once drew tens of thou-
sands of tourists to Bethle-
hem and was the lifeblood of
the town’s economy.

Most foreign pilgrims
stayed away, as driving rain
reinforced the grim mood pro-
duced by two years of Pales-
tinian-Israeli violence and
worsened by the recent reoc-
cupation of the biblical town
by Israeli troops.

Latin Patriarch Michel Sab-
bah, the highest-ranking
Roman Catholic clergyman
in the Holy Land, told wor-
shippers at morning Mass at
St. Catherine’s Church, next
to the Church of the Nativity,
not to lose hope, despite the
bloodshed and hardships.

“Despite the difficult cir-
cumstances, we still have to
maintain hope with the love
of God and say hopefully that
next year will be a better
Christmas,” he said. “All of
our difficult times will be fol-
lowed by good days if we face
our enemies with love.”

The Mass was one of the
few highlights of an other-
wise dreary Christmas in the
town where Christians be-
lieve Jesus was born, the first
Christmas since 1994 that the
town was under Israeli con-
trol.

Ivory Coast rebels
DUEKOUE, Ivory Coast —

Ivory Coast’s rebels took on
French and government
troops alike Saturday in a full-
scale drive to sweep past
French defenses and on to the
West African nation’s prized
commercial capital.

The battle around the west-
ern city of Duekoue saw what
appeared to be French forces’
heaviest engagement yet in
the three-month-old rebellion
splitting their former colony,
the world’s largest cocoa pro-
ducer and one of West Afri-
ca’s leading nations.

Rebels’ direct confronta-
tion with the French comes
after days of gains in insur-
gents’ push south and east to-
ward Ivory Coast’s skyscrap-
er-lined capital, Abidjan.
From The Associated Press

But Pentagon could handle three fronts at once, he says

BY FRANCES D’EMILIO
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — War
must and can be avoided
even in a world made fearful
by terrorism, Pope John Paul
II insisted in a Christmas mes-
sage that stepped up the Vati-
can’s campaign against a war
in Iraq.

“May humanity accept the
Christmas message of
peace!” he declared Wednes-
day.

Thousands of tourists and
pilgrims stood in a light driz-
zle at St. Peter’s Square to
hear the ailing pontiff deliver
his annual Christmas Day
message, “Urbi et Orbi” —
Latin for “to the city and to
the world.”

They screamed and
clapped in delight when John

Paul, wearing gold-colored
robes, was driven in a white,
open-topped vehicle through
the square, past a life-size na-
tivity creche and a towering
Christmas tree.

The 82-year-old pontiff’s
voice sometimes trembled
and his words often slurred
as he read his speech from
the central steps of St. Peter’s
basilica.

“From the cave of Bethle-
hem there rises today an ur-
gent appeal to the world not
to yield to mistrust, suspicion
and discouragement, even
though the tragic reality of
terrorism feeds uncertainties
and fears,” the pope said.

John Paul deplored the
“senseless spiral of blind vio-
lence” in the Middle East and
called on the world to “extin-
guish the ominous smolder-

ing of a conflict which, with
the joint efforts of all, can be
avoided.”

Although he did not men-
tion Iraq by name, the pope’s
comments reflected the Vati-
can’s widely known opposi-
tion to U.S. plans for a possi-
ble attack on Iraq.

When a U.S.-led coalition
prepared to invade Afghani-
stan last year in response to
the Sept. 11 attacks, Vatican
officials said there was a
moral right to defend the com-
mon good against terrorism.

But in recent weeks, the
Vatican has said repeatedly
that Catholic teaching does
not consider “preventive”
strikes a justification for tak-
ing up arms.

The Vatican fears an unpro-
voked attack on Iraq could un-
leash an anti-Christian cru-
sade in the Muslim world.

Pope John Paul II stresses need to avoid war

Rumsfeld insists U.S. has
no plans to attack N. Korea
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Faces ’n’ places

BY ROBERT PHILPOT
Knight Ridder Newspapers

Quick quiz: Recognize any
of the following phrases: “It
was … soap poisoning.”

“Show Mommy how the lit-
tle piggies eat.”

“He looks like a deranged
Easter bunny.”

And, of course, “You’ll
shoot your eye out.”

If you recognize any or all
of the quotes above, you’re
probably a fan of “A Christ-
mas Story,” the last of the
great holiday movies.

If you don’t recognize
them, you should see the 1983
comedy about a little boy
(Peter Billingsley) who wants
a Red Ryder BB Gun for
Christmas, but is continually
admonished by grown-ups
that he’ll shoot his eye out
with it.

“A Christmas Story” is
nearly 20 years old, but since
then, nothing has come close
to joining the ranks of Christ-
mas classics.

Oh, there have been some
good ones, such as 1994’s
“The Ref” (really an anti-holi-
day movie). And some wan-
nabes, such as 1994’s “The
Santa Clause” and 2000’s live-
action version of “How the
Grinch Stole Christmas.” But
none has the charm, the nos-
talgia, the humor and the

somehow treacle-free senti-
mentality of “A Christmas
Story.” Or the universal ap-
peal of “It’s a Wonderful
Life” or “Miracle on 34th
Street.”

The big question is, why?
Why hasn’t there been a great
Christmas movie or TV spe-
cial in nearly 20 years?

“I think there are some
newer films out there that do
work as Christmastime clas-
sics,” says James Rocchi,
film critic for NetFlix, an In-
ternet video-rental company.
“And I think my No. 1 pick,
and this is a film that makes
me laugh and then makes me
cry, is ‘Scrooged.’ ”

An update of Dickens’ “A
Christmas Carol,” the 1988
film stars Bill Murray as a
Scrooge-esque TV executive.
But “Scrooged” is hardly re-
quired viewing for the holi-
days.

In fact, TV made “A Christ-
mas Story” a classic. The
movie was a modest box-of-
fice success, but it really
didn’t start gaining a cult fol-
lowing till it began airing on
cable and in syndication later
in the ’80s. Now, it airs
throughout the holiday sea-
son, and TNT even has an an-
nual 24-hour Christmas
Eve/Day marathon.

“A Christmas Story” didn’t
set out to achieve classic sta-

tus. At the time, its director,
Bob Clark, was best known
for “Porky’s” films. But the
film’s mixture of nostalgia
and slapstick comedy struck
a chord with audiences.

“It’s a period film, which I
think helps its perseverance
and preservation,” says Tim
Shary, assistant professor of
screen studies at Clark Uni-
versity in Worcester, Mass.
“It was a film from the ’80s
set in [the ’40s], very nostal-
gic, and that always helps to
add to the nostalgia after the
film has felt aged.”

It also doesn’t look manu-
factured, like Tim Allen’s
“The Santa Clause” movies
or the live-action “Grinch.”

On TV, it’s been even long-
er since we’ve seen a classic
— since the truly, truly great
mid-’60s years of the original
animated “Grinch,” “A Char-
lie Brown Christmas” and
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Re-
indeer.”

But with every holiday sea-
son bringing a slew (or a
sleigh) of new Christmas
(and Hanukkah and Kwan-
zaa) offerings, as well as so
many recycled old specials,
it’s getting harder and harder
for the new classics to reveal
themselves.

This is a lot different from
the ’60s “Grinch/Charlie
Brown/Rudolph” days, when
Christmas specials were

more of a novelty and there
were only three networks.

In discussions about this
story, both with the people
quoted here and with col-
leagues, other nominees have
come up for a post-“Christ-
mas Story” classic. They in-
clude “Die Hard,” “Home
Alone,” “A Nightmare Before
Christmas” and even “Grem-
lins,” which is even more anti-
Christmas than “The Ref.”
“Nightmare” is pretty great,
but the TV networks that
could make it a classic don’t
seem to know what to do with
it; it airs more often as a Hal-
loween movie.

“Maybe the heart of the
matter is, ‘What does it take
to certify a Christmas film as
something that will last forev-
er, like ‘It’s a Wonderful
Life?’ ” Shary says. “I also re-
mind my students that was a
film that wasn’t nearly as big
at the time as it is now. The
biggest film of that year was
‘The Best Years of Our Lives,’
which swept most of the Os-
cars … .

“But no one watches ‘Best
Years of Our Lives’ now. It’s
a great film, but ‘It’s a Won-
derful Life’ has been shown,
probably literally, 50 times
more on TV during the past
few years. It’s through the re-
cycling of that at Christmas-
time that is has become a clas-
sic.”

Holiday films have tough time becoming classics

Flap over land deal
A group of Hollywood activists and ce-

lebrities, led by director Rob Reiner, has
written to City Council members in New
York, where Washington Mutual Bank
recently expanded operations, alerting
them to the savings and loan’s role in a
controversial land development project.

“We want to call attention to the fact
that when Washington Mutual came to
southern California, they promised to be
good neighbors, but now they are going
ahead with an environmental disaster,”
wrote Reiner, who heads the coalition of
those opposed to the project at Ahman-
son Ranch.

The Seattle-based Washington Mutu-
al, which is the nation’s largest savings
and loan, acquired New York-based
Dime Bancorp Inc. last year.

The bank plans to build 3,050 homes
on the ranch, which sits on a hilly stretch
of oak savanna and grassy plains that

straddles the line between Los Angeles
and Ventura counties.

The letter — signed by actors Leonar-
do DiCaprio, Martin Sheen and Julia
Louis Dreyfus, among others — said the
development would threaten five endan-
gered species, add to pollution and dese-
crate an Indian burial ground.

Surviving dark days
Sam Rockwell, star of a new movie

about Chuck Barris — the former “Gong
Show” host and self-proclaimed CIA as-
sassin — had some dark days of his own
as a teenager.

The 34-year-old wound up at an Out-
ward Bound-style alternative high
school because “I just wanted to get
stoned, flirt with girls, go to parties.”
The school, known as Urban Pioneers,

“had a reputation as a place stoners
went because it was easy to graduate,”
he said.

But instead, the experience turned
him around. After graduation, he turned
to acting, moving to New York to study
and be near his mother, Penny Rock-
well, an actress and artist.

“I always romanticized my mother’s
lifestyle, the life of an actor, and even a
struggling actor,” he told the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle on Sunday.

He has appear in movies including
“The Green Mile,” “Charlie’s Angels”
and “Heist.” Next, he stars in the George
Clooney-directed Barris biopic “Confes-
sions of a Dangerous Mind,” which
opens Dec. 31 in New York and Los An-
geles and goes wider in January.

Rockwell’s tough-guy roles are just an
act. “At the end of the day, I’m a nice
guy, and I don’t want to hurt people,” he
said.
From The Associated Press
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College basketball

Sports in brief

No. 1 Alabama 82,
Morehead State 64

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Kenny Walker scored 24
points and Mo Williams had 21 points and seven as-
sists to lead Alabama to an 82-64 victory over More-
head State on Monday night in the Crimson Tide’s
first game as the No. 1-ranked team.
Before this season, Alabama (9-0) had never been

ranked higher than No. 3, and that lasted a mere two
weeks 26 years ago.
The Tide, which have won 25 straight home games,

get a week off before playing at Utah.
Marquis Sykes and Ricky Minard each scored 17

points for Morehead State (4-4).
Morehead State got within seven points with 7:43

left, but Williams and Walker scored Alabama’s next
nine points and 13 of the final 15.

No. 12 Florida 74,
Charleston Southern 62

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Matt Bonner scored 17 points
and fellow freshman Anthony Roberson added 16 as
the Gators overcame a 10-point first-half deficit.

Florida (9-2) has won 34 consecutive games at
home against non-conference opponents.
Kevin Warzynski had 16 points to lead Charleston

Southern (4-4), which has lost three straight.
The game was the 200th at Florida for coach Billy

Donovan, who is 133-67 with the Gators.

No. 20 Tulsa 78, TCU 65
TULSA, Okla. — Jason Parker had 25 points and

seven assists to lead the Golden Hurricane (7-1) to
their third straight victory.
Dante Swanson added 15 points for Tulsa, while

Kevin Johnson and Jarius Glenn each had 11. Johnson
also had 10 rebounds.
Jamal Brown had 16 points and 12 rebounds for the

Horned Frogs (4-5), who lost their third in a row.
It was the first meeting for the teams, who were

once Western Athletic Conference rivals, since TCU
moved to Conference USA after the 2000-01 season.

No. 21 Xavier 96, Siena 88
ALBANY, N.Y. — Romain Sato had 33 points, includ-

ing six three-pointers, to lead the Musketeers (7-2).
David West, contending all night with double teams

or collapsing zone defenses, had 21 points, 13 re-
bounds and six assists for Xavier, which was up 50-42
at halftime and led the entire second half.
Michael Haddix had 21 points and five rebounds for

Siena (5-3).

No. 23 Maryland 101, UMBC 60
COLLEGE PARK, Md. — Ryan Randle scored 17 of his

career-high 21 points in the second half for the Terra-
pins, who returned from an eight-day layoff.
Drew Nicholas had 15 points for Maryland (5-3),

playing for the first time since having its 87-game
home non-conference winning streak snapped by
Florida. The defending NCAA champions never trailed
in improving to 13-0 against UMBC.
P.J. Hatcher had 15 points for UMBC (3-4), which

lost its fourth straight.

From The Associated Press

Pacers 112, Hawks 97
INDIANAPOLIS — Al Harrington

scored a career-high 40 points and
Brad Miller added 22 points and 11 re-
bounds as Indiana beat Atlanta 112-97
Monday night, becoming the first East-
ern Conference team to reach 20 victo-
ries.
Ron Artest added 24 points and

Jamaal Tinsley had 14 assists for the
Pacers (20-8), who improved to 13-1 at
home. They’d lost three of four, with
the three defeats coming on the road.
Jason Terry led Atlanta with 25

points and 10 assists, Shareef Abdur-
Rahim had 19 points and Glenn Robin-
son had 16.
Harrington, who’d scored 26 points

twice in his career, had 27 in the first
half. Making his third straight start at
power forward in place of the injured
Jermaine O’Neal, Harrington hit his
first five shots and surpassed his previ-
ous high on awide-open baseline three-
pointer to end the first half.
The Hawks trailed by as many as 17

in the third quarter before getting with-
in nine, but Tinsley hit a jumper and
the Pacers led by double digits the rest
of the way.
Harrington, who tore the ACL in his

right knee in January, played a season-
high 44 minutes.

He looked fatigued late in the game
and missed two straight shots when
the crowd started chanting his name
with less than a minute remaining. Art-
est found him driving the lane for a
layup and his 40th point with 33 sec-
onds left.

Bucks 108, Magic 103
ORLANDO, Fla. — Ray Allen had 35

points and made the big shots down
the stretch, starting with a three-point-
er with 1:16 remaining.
Two free throws by Orlando’s Mike

Miller cut the Milwaukee lead to 97-95
with 1:44 remaining, but Allen then
made his long-range shot.
Orlando’s Shawn Kemp hit two free

throws after that, but Allen followed
with an off-balance shot to put the
Bucks up 102-97 with 47.3 seconds re-
maining. The Bucks then made six
straight free throws to seal the victory.
Miller scored 29 for Orlando while

Grant Hill had 27 points, seven assists
and seven rebounds.

Cavaliers 74, Heat 72
CLEVELAND — Rookie Smush Park-

er’s three-point play keyed an 11-2
game-ending spurt, and Eddie Jones
missed a driving layup with 4.5 sec-
onds left to preserve the Cavaliers’ vic-
tory.
Miami rookie Caron Butler was far

short with a 12-footer over Jumaine
Jones just before the final horn, ending
the Heat’s three-game winning streak.
Ricky Davis scored 33 points to lead

the Cavs, but it was Parker, Milt Pala-
cio and Zydrunas Ilgauskas who made
the difference at the end. Cleveland
snapped a four-game losing streak.
Brian Grant scored a season-high 19

points and added 17 rebounds for
Miami.

Nets 99, Bulls 83
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — Lucious

Harris scored 20 points as the Nets
won their 10th straight home game
and spoiled rookie Jay Williams’ return
to New Jersey.
Jason Kidd scored 19 points and Rich-

ard Jefferson added 18 as the Nets im-

proved to 15-1 at home. The team
record for consecutive home victories
is 13.
Marcus Fizer and Jalen Rose had 16

points apiece to lead the Bulls, who
have lost 14 straight on the road since
winning their opener in Boston.
Williams, who starred at St. Joseph

of Metuchen before going to Duke, had
eight points, four assists and a re-
bound. He put on a show in the first
meeting between the teams in Chicago
on Nov. 9, recording his first triple-dou-
ble with 26 points, 14 rebounds and 13
assists in a 100-93 victory.
New Jersey led just 40-38 in the sec-

ond quarter but used a 14-2 run at the
start of the third to pull away.

Mavericks 92, Wizards 86
DALLAS — Dirk Nowitzki hit a jumper

as the shot clock expired, then put
back a rebound for another score as
the Mavericks took control in the final
minutes.
Nowitzki tied his season high with 17

rebounds and scored 10 of his 30
points in the fourth quarter as Dallas
bounced back from its first home loss
to improve to 13-1 at American Airlines
Center.

Continued on Page 9

BASEBALL
NEW YORK — The New York Yankees

beat the Boston Red Sox in the race to
sign Cuban defector Jose Contreras,
reaching a preliminary agreement with
the right-hander.
While terms were not announced,

Contreras agreed to a deal worth $32
million over four years, a baseball offi-
cial said on the condition he not be
identified.
Contreras, said to be 31, was the top

pitcher on Cuba’s national team until
he defected in October, and beat the
United States on one day’s rest in the
championship of the 1999 Pan Ameri-
can Games, striking out 13 in eight in-
nings.
CLEVELAND — Brian Anderson is

guaranteed $1.5 million under his new
contract with Cleveland and can make
$1 million more in bonuses if he makes
at least 33 starts and pitches 210 or
more innings.
That’s a big drop from the $11 mil-

lion, three-year deal he just completed.
But Anderson, who last appeared in a
Cleveland uniform during the 1997
World Series, figures to fill a spot in the
Indians’ starting rotation.
Anderson, 30, has never won more

than 12 games in a major league sea-
son, and went 6-11 with a 4.79 ERA for
the Diamondbacks in 2002.
SAN DIEGO — Right-handed reliever

JayWitasick rejoined the San Diego Pa-
dres, agreeing to a $2.75 million, two-
year contract with a club option for
2005.
Witasick was with the Padres for

parts of the 2000 and 2001 seasons be-
fore he was traded to the New York
Yankees for infielder D’Angelo Jimen-
ez.

Witasick was with the NL champion
San Francisco Giants last year, going
1-0 with a 2.37 ERA in 44 games out of
the bullpen.
OAKLAND, Calif. — The Oakland Ath-

letics shored up their outfield, signing
Chris Singleton to a one-year contract
with a club option for 2004.
Singleton batted .262 with nine hom-

ers and 50 RBIs last season for the Balti-
more Orioles. He also had 30 doubles
and 20 stolen bases.

FOOTBALL
NEW YORK — Deion Sanders will not

become amember of the Oakland Raid-
ers. Nor will he return to the NFL this
season.
The San Diego Chargers, one of five

AFC teams to put in claims, were
awarded the former All-Pro corner-
back, according to a source within the
league who requested anonymity. As a
result, Sanders can’t fulfill his plan of
returning to football with Oakland.
Nor can he play for the Chargers be-

cause he will have to be placed on its
reserve-retired list, the same list he
was on with Washington, which re-
leased him Monday.
The only way Sanders could have re-

turned this season was to clear waiv-
ers and then sign with the team of his
choice, presumably the Raiders.
ALAMEDA, Calif. — Raiders corner-

back Charles Woodson had surgery to
repair his fractured right fibula and
will miss the regular-season finale
against Kansas City.

Woodson also could miss the first
two weeks of the playoffs.
Coach Bill Callahan said the decision

for Woodson to have surgery was
made in the hopes of getting the four-
time Pro Bowler back at some point in
the playoffs.
ST. LOUIS — Rams quarterback Marc

Bulger will miss the team’s finale next
Monday night because of a spinal inju-
ry that his coach says will not require
surgery or harm his career.
Bulger was hurt when he was sacked

early in Sunday’s 30-10 loss at Seattle.
The spinal injury was described as
three compression fractures. Matt Mat-
ava, one of the team physicians, said
Bulger should be healthy in six-to-
eight weeks.
PHILADELPHIA — Quarterback A.J.

Feeley will start his fifth straight game
when the Philadelphia Eagles play the
New York Giants on Saturday.
Feeley has led the NFC East champi-

on Eagles to four consecutive victories
since taking over for injured team-
mates Koy Detmer and Donovan Mc-
Nabb.
Feeley has completed 73 of 129 pass-

es (57 percent) for 858 yards, six touch-
downs and four interceptions.
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Auburn offensive

coordinator Bob Petrino was hired as
Louisville’s coach, replacing his former
boss who moved on to Michigan State.
Petrino follows John L. Smith, who

left the Cardinals last week after five
seasons, including a school-record 11
victories in 2001.

BASKETBALL
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Wesley Person of

the Memphis Grizzlies probably will be
sidelined up to three weeks with a bro-
ken right index finger.
Person, who is shooting an NBA-best

52.3 percent from three-point range,
broke his finger in Sunday’s 103-74 loss
to Utah.

GOLF
The final world golf ranking of the

year was published and set in motion a
holiday tradition like no other: Masters
invitations are in the mail.
The 87 players who already have

qualified include a record 39 foreign-
born players and 10 professionals who
will be making their first trip to Augus-
ta National, such as PGA champion
Rich Beem and rookie Jonathan Byrd,
who grew up in Elgin, S.C.
Among those not on the invitation

list are John Daly, Tom Lehman, Paul
Azinger and Mark Calcavecchia, who
will have to play hard in the first three
months of next season to have a
chance at playing in the Masters.
The final field will not be determined

until after The Players Championship.

SOCCER
WASHINGTON— D.C. United broke up

the remnants of its championship
teams, sending forward Jaime Moreno,
defender Eddie Pope and midfielder
Richie Williams to the MetroStars for
defender Mike Petke, a 2003 first-round
draft pick and a future player alloca-
tion.

From The Associated Press
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NBA continued
Continued from Page 8

The Wizards were within a point when Nowitzki
made an 8-footer off a pick-and-roll from Nick Van
Exel. It came after a rare traveling call on Michael Jor-
dan.

Jerry Stackhouse, who had 28 points and 10 re-
bounds, fumbled the ball out of bounds on Washing-
ton’s next possession, and Nowitzki answered with a
short shot that pushed the lead to five.

Jordan had 13 points on 5-for-15 shooting and eight
assists for the Wizards, who lost their second
straight after a three-game winning streak.

Jazz 96, Rockets 91
HOUSTON — Karl Malone scored 10 of his 31 points

in the fourth quarter — including six in the last 1:30 —
to bring Utah from seven points down.

Matt Harpring had eight of his 25 points in the final
period as the Jazz won their third straight game.

Steve Francis had 26 points and Yao Ming added 18
and seven rebounds for Houston.

The Rockets led by as many as seven twice in the
third quarter.

But Malone scored 14 points and Harpring added
11, including a three-pointer with 1 second left, to
help Utah close to 68-67 at the end of the quarter.

Spurs 99, Hornets 94 (OT)
SAN ANTONIO — Tim Duncan scored 29 points and

tied a career high with 23 rebounds, and San Antonio
held New Orleans scoreless for the final 3:15 of over-
time.

Bruce Bowen tied a career high with 21 points,
while Malik Rose added 19 for the Spurs, who have
won four straight.

David Wesley scored 20 points, Baron Davis had 18
and Jamal Mashburn 16 for the Hornets, who have
lost four of five. New Orleans is 11-1 at home but 7-10
on the road.

San Antonio went ahead 98-94 in the overtime on
Bowen’s three-pointer with 2:37 to play. The Hornets
shot just 2-for-11 in the extra period.

Suns 89, SuperSonics 88
PHOENIX — Stephon Marbury shot just 3-for-12 but

sank a leaning 13-footer with a half-second to play to
lift the Suns.

After a timeout, the Sonics had a final chance to
win. Brent Barry threw an inbounds lob from half-
court to the basket for Desmond Mason, but Shawn
Marion blocked the shot as the buzzer sounded.

Marion had 30 points and 11 rebounds, Marbury
had 12 assists and Penny Hardaway matched his sea-
son high with 20 points to lead the Suns, who have
won seven of eight and climbed six games above .500
for the first time since the end of the 2000-01 season.

Lewis had 24 points and Predrag Drobnjak 21 for
the Sonics, who have lost four in a row and six of
seven.

From The Associated Press

Steelers 17, Buccaneers 7
TAMPA, Fla. — Pittsburgh made Tampa Bay look

like championship pretenders again.
Tommy Maddox threw for 236 yards and one touch-

down as the Steelers dominated the Bucs 17-7 Mon-
day night to clinch the AFC North championship, their
seventh division title in coach Bill Cowher’s 11 sea-
sons.

“It was just a matter of
who is the bigger bully,” Steelers running back Jer-

ome Bettis said. “They said they were waiting a full
year for this. … We came out and bullied them and
showed them that we’re the baddest on the block.”

The Bucs (11-4) claimed the NFC South on Sunday
when New Orleans lost to Cincinnati, but they were
hoping to keep pace with the Philadelphia Eagles and
Green Bay Packers in the race for home-field advan-
tage throughout the NFC playoffs.

“We had as much to play for as they did. … There
was no letdown,” said Bucs coach Jon Gruden, whose
team will now have to beat Chicago on the road and

get help from the New York Jets against the Packers
in order to earn the No. 2 seed, which would give
them a first-round bye.

“We’re still in the thick of things,” Gruden added.
“We’ve got to find a way to win a game.”

It was the second straight year Pittsburgh (9-5-1)
came into Raymond James Stadium and physically
whipped the Bucs, who Steelers safety Lee Flowers
called “paper champions” who talk a better game
than they play.

Tampa Bay played without quarterback Brad
Johnson, who sat out with a severe lower back
bruise. Shaun King made his first start in nearly two
seasons and struggled against a defense that had
only allowed 178 yards in its previous two games.

Chad Scott intercepted King’s second pass of the
night and returned it 30 yards for a touchdown that
made it 14-0. The Steelers also forced two fumbles in-

side the Pittsburgh 10 to keep the Bucs out of the end
zone.

Pittsburgh rushed for 220 yards and sacked
Johnson 10 times in a 17-10 victory over Tampa Bay
last season. The Bucs didn’t let Bettis run wild this
time, but Maddox completed 17 of 23 passes, includ-
ing an 11-yard TD throw to Antwaan Randle El on the
opening drive.

The Bucs avoided a shutout when Rob Johnson
threw an 18-yard scoring pass to Keyshawn Johnson
with 1:14 remaining.

Flowers’ comments after last year’s game were re-
printed last week and the bad blood between the
teams spilled over into pregame warmups when
Tampa Bay’s Nate Webster engaged in some pushing
and shoving with a group of Steelers.

Keyshawn Johnson stepped between the players to
defuse the situation, and a few minutes later Bettis
gave Warren Sapp a shove as the Bucs defensive tack-
le pranced out of the tunnel to the locker room.

When the game began, Pittsburgh pushed — and
Tampa Bay never really responded.

From The Associated Press

Bruins 5, Sharks 2
BOSTON — John Grahame made 25

saves, and Boston snapped a six-game
winless streak with a 5-2 victory over
San Jose on Monday night.

The Bruins started 19-4-3-1, but their
last victory came against the New York
Rangers on Dec 8th. Boston allowed 25
goals during its winless streak.

San Jose wrapped up its five-game
road trip 1-2-1-1 and has given up 16
goals in the past three games.

Bryan Berard, Ivan Huml, Joe Thorn-
ton, Mike Knuble, and P.J. Axelsson
scored for Boston.

Teemu Selanne scored his team-lead-
ing 18th goal, and Boston native Jim
Fahey added his first NHL score for the
Sharks.

Capitals 3, Lightning 0
WASHINGTON — Olaf Kolzig made 40

saves for his first shutout this season
as Washington stretched its unbeaten
streak to four.

Steve Konowalchuk, Robert Lang and
Peter Bondra scored the Washington
goals. The Capitals have won three
straight in their 3-0-1 stretch to reach
.500 for the first time since Nov. 16.

The Washington streak has coincid-
ed with Kolzig’s return after missing
four games with a groin injury. He’s al-
lowed just six goals during the four
games since his return.

Red Wings 1,
Blue Jackets 0

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Curtis Joseph
stopped 33 shots, and Kris Draper
scored on a rebound with 4:27 remain-
ing as Detroit beat Columbus.

The shutout was Joseph’s third this
season and the 39th of his career.

Brendan Shanahan dug the puck out
from the left boards and flipped a wrist
shot at Columbus goaltender Marc
Denis to set up the goal. Denis, who
made 27 saves, blocked the shot but
the rebound bounced directly to Drap-
er.

Shanahan extended his points streak
to six games. The Red Wings are un-
beaten in their past five (3-0-2).

Devils 2, Rangers 2
NEW YORK — Mike Dunham stopped

40 shots and Richard Lintner scored
the tying goal in the third period to lift
New York into a draw with New Jersey.

Both teams scored, while the teams
skated 4-on-4, within a minute of each
other in the first period.

Patrik Elias gave New Jersey a 1-0
lead at 14:33. Joel Bouchard tied it for
New York 57 seconds later.

The Devils took a 2-1 lead at 3:03 of
the second period on Scott Gomez’s
fifth goal.

Both Lintner and Bouchard scored
their first goals for the Rangers.

Islanders 3, Canadiens 1
UNIONDALE, N.Y. — Dave Scatchard’s

goal with 5:36 left helped New York
rally past Montreal.

Mark Parrish and Claude Lapointe
also scored for the Islanders, which
got 12 saves from Chris Osgood, mak-
ing his first start in three games.

Jose Theodore turned aside 33 shots
as Montreal’s four-game road winning
streak was snapped. The Canadiens,
who got a goal from Mike Ribeiro, have
only lost twice in six games (4-2).

Penguins 5, Sabres 2
PITTSBURGH — Mario Lemieux

scored one goal and set up three oth-
ers in a 6:02 span late in the third peri-
od as Pittsburgh surged over Buffalo.

The Penguins trailed 2-1 before their
top line of Lemieux, Alexei Kovalev and
Martin Straka combined for eight
points in the game’s final nine minutes.
In addition to Lemieux’s goal, Kovalev
scored twice and Straka once as Pitts-
burgh won for the first time this sea-
son when trailing after two periods.

Rookie Ales Kotalik and J.P. Dumont
scored for Buffalo.

Flyers 2, Senators 2
OTTAWA — Simon Gagne scored

early in the third period, and Philadel-
phia salvaged a tie with Ottawa.

Ottawa which won at Philadelphia on
Saturday, is undefeated in four games
(3-0-1) and 15-2-4 since a 7-1 loss Nov. 9
in Boston.

The Flyers, 4-1-1 in their past six
games, tied it on Gagne’s sixth goal.

Philadelphia goalie Robert Esche
stopped 26 shots.

Todd White and Shaun Van Allen
scored for Ottawa. Michal Handzus
had the other Philadelphia goal.

Patrick Lalime made 28 saves for Ot-
tawa.

Predators 3,
Panthers 2 (OT)

SUNRISE, Fla. — David Legwand
scored a power-play goal 42 seconds
into overtime as Nashville earned just
its fourth road victory by beating Flori-
da.

Adam Hall and Brent Gilchrist also
scored for the Predators, who won for
the second time in eight games.

Florida went to overtime for a league-
high 17th time.

Kristian Huselius and Branislav
Mezei scored for the Panthers, 1-4-4-1
in their past 10 home games.

Blues 5, Kings 0
ST. LOUIS — Brent Johnson stopped

30 shots to earn his second consecu-
tive shutout at home and Cory Stillman
scored two goals as St. Louis beat Los
Angeles.

Al MacInnis added three assists, in-
cluding the 900th of his career, for the
Blues.

The Kings have lost two straight
after winning five of their previous
seven.

Johnson’s best saves came midway
through the second period when the
Kings had a 2-on-1 short-handed rush.

Scott Mellanby, Pavol Demitra and
Keith Tkachuk also had St. Louis goals.

Maple Leafs 5,
Thrashers 1

TORONTO — Alexander Mogilny
scored three goals as Toronto extend-
ed its home unbeaten streak to 10
games with a victory over Atlanta.

Jonas Hoglund and Aki Berg also
scored for Toronto, which lost 1-0 to At-
lanta a week earlier. Tony Hrkac
scored the lone goal for the Thrashers,
losers of three straight games since
beating Toronto.

Ed Belfour had a strong game, stop-
ping 20 shots for the Leafs — 9-0-1 at
home since a loss to Detroit on Nov. 16.

Flames 3, Wild 2
ST. PAUL, Minn. — Blake Sloan and

Craig Berube each scored their first
goal of the season, 49 seconds apart,
as Calgary beat Minnesota.

Calgary snapped a two-game losing
streak and Minnesota has lost three
straight for the first time this season.

Calgary had been shut out in its two
previous games. Jarome Iginla’s goal
snapped a 171 minute, 15 second score-
less streak, the third-longest in Flames
history.

Richard Park scored a short-handed
goal for Minnesota and Marian Gaborik
added his 22nd goal of the season for
the Wild.

Avalanche 5, Canucks 3
DENVER — Rob Blake had two goals

and an assist as Colorado beat Vancou-
ver for its third straight victory under
new coach Tony Granato.

Dean McAmmond and Derek Morris
had a goal and two assists each for Col-
orado, unbeaten in five games overall.
The Avalanche are unbeaten in four
straight at home after opening the sea-
son winless in eight games there.

Milan Hejduk scored his 14th of the
season and extended his point streak
to eight games, a season high for Colo-
rado.

Markus Naslund scored his league-
leading 23rd goal, and Henrik Sedin,
Trevor Letowski added goals for Van-
couver.

From The Associated Press
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Tangerine Bowl

Scores/standings

Texas Tech 55, Clemson 15
ORLANDO, Fla. — A monthlong layoff and an ankle

injury did little to slow down Kliff Kingsbury.
Kingsbury became the third Division I-A player to

top 5,000 yards passing in a season, throwing for 375
and three touchdowns as Texas Tech defeated Clem-
son 55-15 in the Tangerine Bowl on Monday night.

Texas Tech (9-5) won its first bowl game since beat-
ing Air Force in the 1995 Copper Bowl, and gave coach
Mike Leach his first postseason victory.

Five different receivers caught touchdown passes
for the Red Raiders, and Wes Welker had a 59-yard
punt return for a score.

It was the worst loss of the season for Clemson
(7-6).

Kingsbury, who was named the game’s MVP, com-
pleted 32 of 43 passes and finished his career with
5,017 yards.

Kingsbury left briefly in the third quarter after Clem-
son defensive end Khaleed Vaughn appeared to roll
onto his right leg.

Kingsbury quickly got up, but he hopped only a few
yards before falling to the turf and motioning to the
training staff. He got his ankle re-taped and jogged
on the sideline without a limp, and returned on the
next possession.

The Red Raiders were playing for the first time
since a 60-15 loss to Oklahoma on Nov. 23, but they
went ahead 3-0 lead after taking their opening pos-
session 82 yards in 13 plays. It was 24-0 in the second
quarter before the Tigers blocked a punt out of the
end zone for a safety and their first points.

Kingsbury was intercepted once on a poorly
thrown pass in the first quarter, but he had little prob-
lems solving Clemson’s coverage.

He left midway through the fourth quarter but re-
turned for the final play with 4 seconds left, taking a
knee to end the game.

Texas Tech punted just three times — including the
block — and piled up 555 yards of offense.

Charlie Whitehurst, who led the Tigers to victories
in three of their past four games after taking over as
the starting quarterback, couldn’t match Kingsbury.
He finished 20-for-48 for 263 yards and four intercep-
tions after being intercepted only twice in 166 at-
tempts coming into the game.

Most of Whitehurst’s problems were caused by a
lack of protection by his offensive line. Several times
he was forced to leave the pocket, and two of his in-
terceptions came after he scrambled out of trouble.

Even when he avoided a sack he often got hit, and
the Red Raiders were called for two roughing-the-
passer penalties.

Whitehurst left with 2:10 to go after taking a hard
hit from linebacker Geremy Woods, although White-
hurst walked off the field on his own.

His receivers let him down, too, dropping at least
five passes.

From The Associated Press

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Miami 9 6 0 .600 354 274
New England 8 7 0 .533 354 322
N.Y. Jets 8 7 0 .533 317 319
Buffalo 7 8 0 .467 352 388

South
 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Tennessee 10 5 0 .667 354 321
Indianapolis 9 6 0 .600 329 300
Jacksonville 6 9 0 .400 315 295
Houston 4 11 0 .267 210 343

North
 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Pittsburgh 9 5 1 .633 356 314
Cleveland 8 7 0 .533 320 304
Baltimore 7 8 0 .467 285 320
Cincinnati 2 13 0 .133 270 429

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Oakland 10 5 0 .667 426 304
Denver 8 7 0 .533 355 337
Kansas City 8 7 0 .533 467 375
San Diego 8 7 0 .533 305 336

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Philadelphia 12 3 0 .800 408 231
N.Y. Giants 9 6 0 .600 310 272
Washington 6 9 0 .400 287 351
Dallas 5 10 0 .333 203 309

South
 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Tampa Bay 11 4 0 .733 331 196
Atlanta 9 5 1 .633 386 290
New Orleans 9 6 0 .600 426 378
Carolina 6 9 0 .400 248 296

North
 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Green Bay 12 3 0 .800 381 286
Minnesota 5 10 0 .333 352 406
Chicago 4 11 0 .267 281 364
Detroit 3 12 0 .200 270 413

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
x-San Francisco 10 5 0 .667 347 320
Seattle 6 9 0 .400 324 341
St. Louis 6 9 0 .400 285 349
Arizona 5 10 0 .333 255 380
x-clinched division

Monday’s game
Pittsburgh 17, Tampa Bay 7

Men’s basketball
AP Top 25 Fared

Monday
1. Alabama (9-0) beat Morehead

State 82-64. Next: at Utah, Monday.
2. Pittsburgh (8-0) did not play. Next:

vs. George Mason, Saturday.
3. Duke (6-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Dayton, Sunday.
4. Arizona (5-1) did not play. Next: vs.

Davidson, Saturday.
5. Oklahoma (6-1) did not play. Next:

vs. No. 16 Mississippi State, Saturday.
6. Connecticut (7-0) did not play.

Next: vs. Central Connecticut State, Sat-
urday.

7. Illinois (8-0) did not play. Next: at
Memphis, Saturday.

8. Notre Dame (10-1) did not play.
Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Monday, Dec. 30.

9. Texas (7-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Louisiana Tech, Monday, Dec. 30.

10. Indiana (8-1) did not play. Next: at
Temple, Saturday.

11. Oregon (8-1) did not play. Next:
vs. UC Riverside, Saturday.

12. Florida (9-2) beat Charleston
Southern 74-62. Next: vs. Bethune-Cook-
man, Saturday.

13. Marquette (7-1) did not play.
Next: vs. Grambling State, Saturday.

14. Kentucky (6-2) did not play. Next:
at Louisville, Saturday.

15. Michigan State (7-2) did not play.
Next: vs. Jacksonville State, Saturday.

16. Mississippi State (7-1) did not
play. Next: vs. No. 5 Oklahoma, Satur-
day.

17. Missouri (6-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Evansville, Monday, Dec. 30.

18. Creighton (9-0) did not play. Next:
vs. Southeast Missouri State, Sunday.

19. Kansas (6-3) did not play. Next:
vs. California, Saturday.

20. Tulsa (7-1) beat Texas Christian
78-65. Next: vs. Iowa, Saturday.

21. Xavier (7-2) beat Siena 96-88.
Next: vs. Eastern Kentucky, Saturday.

22. North Carolina (7-2) did not play.
Next: vs. Iona, Friday.

23. Maryland (5-3) beat Maryland-Bal-
timore County 101-60. Next: vs. Georgia
Tech, Sunday.

24. LSU (7-1) did not play. Next: vs. Tu-
lane, Saturday.

25. Wake Forest (6-0) did not play.
Next: vs. North Carolina A&T, Saturday.

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L T OL Pts GF GA
New Jersey 18 9 2 3 41 80 69
Philadelphia 16 8 8 1 41 79 70
Pittsburgh 13 14 3 4 33 96 104
N.Y. Rangers 13 18 5 1 32 91 117
N.Y. Islanders 13 16 5 0 31 92 105

Northeast Division
 W L T OL Pts GF GA
Ottawa 20 8 5 0 45 106 73
Boston 20 9 4 1 45 112 86
Toronto 17 14 4 0 38 100 84
Montreal 16 13 4 2 38 99 107
Buffalo 8 19 5 1 22 71 94

Southeast Division
 W L T OL Pts GF GA
Carolina 15 12 5 3 38 81 85
Tampa Bay 15 12 5 3 38 100 96
Washington 16 16 3 0 35 94 100
Florida 10 10 9 5 34 84 101
Atlanta 8 20 1 4 21 82 124

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 W L T OL Pts GF GA
Detroit 19 8 6 1 45 103 81
St. Louis 17 10 5 2 41 110 87
Chicago 17 13 4 0 38 79 77
Columbus 12 16 3 2 29 94 98
Nashville 8 16 6 4 26 68 92

Northwest Division
 W L T OL Pts GF GA
Vancouver 20 10 5 0 45 107 87
Minnesota 18 11 6 1 43 94 83
Edmonton 16 11 4 3 39 92 85
Colorado 13 8 9 4 39 93 86
Calgary 10 17 5 3 28 70 98

Pacific Division
 W L T OL Pts GF GA
Dallas 18 9 8 1 45 108 73
Anaheim 15 10 6 3 39 90 81
Los Angeles 15 12 4 3 37 92 89
San Jose 13 15 3 3 32 94 107
Phoenix 11 16 6 2 30 87 109
Two points for a win, one point for a tie
and overtime loss.

Monday’s games
Boston 5, San Jose 2
Philadelphia 2, Ottawa 2, tie
Pittsburgh 5, Buffalo 2
Detroit 1, Columbus 0
Washington 3, Tampa Bay 0
New Jersey 2, N.Y. Rangers 2, tie
N.Y. Islanders 3, Montreal 1
Toronto 5, Atlanta 1
Nashville 3, Florida 2, OT
St. Louis 5, Los Angeles 0
Calgary 3, Minnesota 2
Colorado 5, Vancouver 3

Tuesday’s games
No games

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
New Jersey 19 9 .679 —
Boston 18 9 .667 ½
Philadelphia 18 10 .643 1
Orlando 15 14 .517 4½
Washington 12 15 .444 6½
New York 8 16 .333 9
Miami 9 19 .321 10

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Indiana 20 8 .714 —
Detroit 18 8 .692 1
New Orleans 18 11 .621 2½
Milwaukee 12 15 .444 7½
Atlanta 11 16 .407 8½
Chicago 10 18 .357 10
Toronto 8 19 .296 11½
Cleveland 6 24 .200 15

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Midwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Dallas 23 4 .852 —
San Antonio 18 10 .643 5½
Houston 15 12 .556 8
Utah 15 12 .556 8
Minnesota 15 13 .536 8½
Memphis 8 21 .276 16
Denver 6 22 .214 17½

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
Sacramento 22 8 .733 —
Phoenix 17 11 .607 4
Portland 15 11 .577 5
Seattle 14 15 .483 7½
L.A. Clippers 12 16 .429 9
L.A. Lakers 11 18 .379 10½
Golden State 9 18 .333 11½

Monday’s games
Cleveland 74, Miami 72
Indiana 112, Atlanta 97
Milwaukee 108, Orlando 103
New Jersey 99, Chicago 83
Utah 96, Houston 91
San Antonio 99, New Orleans 94, OT
Dallas 92, Washington 86
Phoenix 89, Seattle 88

Tuesday’s games
No games

2002-03 Bowl Glance
Monday, Dec. 23
Tangerine Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.

$750,000
Texas Tech 55, Clemson 15

Wednesday, Dec. 25
Las Vegas Bowl

$800,000
UCLA (7-5) vs. New Mexico (7-6)

Hawaii Bowl
At Honolulu

$750,000
Tulane (7-5) vs. Hawaii (10-3)

Thursday, Dec. 26
Motor City Bowl

At Detroit
$780,000

Toledo (9-4) vs. Boston College (8-4)
Insight Bowl
At Phoenix

$750,000
Oregon State (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh

(8-4)
Friday, Dec. 27
Houston Bowl

$750,000
Southern Mississippi (7-5) vs. Oklaho-

ma State (7-5)

Independence Bowl
At Shreveport, La.

$1.2 million
Nebraska (7-6) vs. Mississippi (6-6)

Holiday Bowl
At San Diego

$2 million
Kansas State (10-2) vs. Arizona State

(8-5)
Saturday, Dec. 28

Alamo Bowl
At San Antonio

$1.35 million
Colorado (9-4) vs. Wisconsin (7-6)

Continental Tire Bowl
At Charlotte, N.C.

$750,000
West Virginia (9-3) vs. Virginia (8-5)

Monday, Dec. 30
Music City Bowl

At Nashville, Tenn.
$750,000

Minnesota (7-5) vs. Arkansas (9-4)
Seattle Bowl

$1 million
Wake Forest (6-6) vs. Oregon (7-5)

Tuesday, Dec. 31
Humanitarian Bowl

At Boise, Idaho
$750,000

Iowa State (7-6) vs. Boise State (11-1)
Sun Bowl

At El Paso, Texas
$1.35 million

Washington (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6)
Liberty Bowl

At Memphis, Tenn.
$1.3 million

Colorado State (10-3) vs. TCU (9-2)
Silicon Valley Classic

At San Jose, Calif.
$750,000

Fresno State (8-5) vs. Georgia Tech
(7-5)

Peach Bowl
At Atlanta

$1.6 million
Maryland (10-3) vs. Tennessee (8-4)

San Francisco Bowl
$800,000

Air Force (8-4) vs. Virginia Tech (9-4)
Wednesday, Jan. 1

Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.
$2.55 million

Michigan (9-3) vs. Florida (8-4)
Cotton Bowl

At Dallas
$3 million

LSU (8-4) vs. Texas (10-2)
Gator Bowl

At Jacksonville, Fla.
$1.6 million

Notre Dame (10-2) vs. North Carolina
State (10-3)

Capital One Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.
$5.125 million

Penn State (9-3) vs. Auburn (8-4)
Rose Bowl

At Pasadena, Calif.
$11-13 million

Washington State (10-2) vs. Oklaho-
ma (11-2)

Sugar Bowl
At New Orleans
$11-13 million

Georgia (12-1) vs. Florida State (9-4)
Thursday, Jan. 2

Orange Bowl
At Miami

$11-13 million
Southern California (10-2) vs. Iowa

(11-1)
Friday, Jan. 3
Fiesta Bowl

At Tempe, Ariz.
$11-13 million

Miami (12-0) vs. Ohio State (13-0)

From The Associated Press
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